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15th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 1, 2024 

10:30 AM 
Holy Communion 

 
 
Greeting/Announcements 
 
Prelude 
There Is a Balm in Gilead arr. Curry 

Cinda Roteman, piano 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn 
For the Beauty of the Earth ELW 879 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 : Please stand 

 : Please be seated 
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Kyrie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day  
A: Let us pray…O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. 

Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil 
that arises from within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
The Lessons 
First Lesson: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
L: A reading from Deuteronomy:   

1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to 
observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of your 
ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take 
away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am 
charging you. 

6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to 
the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a 
wise and discerning people!” 7For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD 
our God is whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and 
ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today? 

9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your 
eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them 
known to your children and your children’s children. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 15 
L: We will now sing the psalm responsively: 
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1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 

2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
who speak the truth | from their heart; 

3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 

4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 
They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 

5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the  
innocent. 

Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.  
 
Second Lesson: James 1:17-27 
L: A reading from James:   

17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In 
fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would 
become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, 
slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid 
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness 
the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 

22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if 
any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a 
mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they 
were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, 
being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 

26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their 
hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the 
Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself 
unstained by the world.  

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 7th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem 
gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled 
hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless 
they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do 
not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other 
traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the 
Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied 
rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,  

‘This people honors me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me; 

7in vain do they worship me, 
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 

8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”  
14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 

understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things 
that come out are what defile.” 

21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, 
murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 
23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day 
O Master, Let Me Walk with You ELW 818 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
P: Let us confess our faith together with the Apostles’ Creed. 
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C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.   

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son our Lord,  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, was buried;  
  he descended to the dead.   
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and dead.   

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
  
Prayers of the Church 
A: Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church, 

God’s good creation, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

A: God of every generation, give the church a sense of purpose and belonging. Sustain and 
build up leaders and lay people as we accompany one another in our life with Christ. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
A: God of creation, you named humans as co-creators with you. Where the earth cries out 

in pain, bring wholeness. Guide governments and industry, that environmental laws 
and practices seek to heal and not harm. Bring relief and justice to people and places 
suffering from climate catastrophe. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
A: Sovereign God, we pray for local communities of every kind: rural and urban; 

established and new. Lead those in authority to seek the good of all through their 
words and actions and to mentor others in honest and generous ways. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
A: Healing God, you draw near to all who are hurting. Be with all who desire relief from 

chronic and acute illness, cancer, and post-traumatic stress disorder. Strengthen health 
care workers, therapists, and caregivers. Tend to those who are close to our hearts. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
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A: On this Labor Day weekend we remember and give thanks for all who have fought for 
workers’ rights around the world. Continue to improve working conditions and 
establish fair wages so that all people may thrive. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
A: Comforting God, console us as we mourn our departed. We hold fast to the promise 

that death has been defeated by our Savior Jesus Christ. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
A: God of mercy, we pray for all who are sick or suffering, especially…, the shut-in 

members of our congregation, all who are on our prayer list, and the ones we name in 
our hearts. 

A brief silence. 

A: We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved 
child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 
Peace 
A: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
A: Let us share God’s peace. 

The assembly is invited to spread God’s peace in whatever way is most comfortable to them: 
peace sign, fist bump, elbow bump, air kiss, prayer hands with a bow, heart hands, etc. 

 
Offering 
In the Moonlight Schytte 

Cinda Roteman, organ 
 

Offertory Hymn 
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Offertory Prayer 
A: Let us pray…Merciful God, 
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake 
of him who offered himself to us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 

and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
P: Brothers and sisters, the time has come for us to remember: 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P: Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry and 

whoever believes will never be thirsty.” 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Lamb of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion Meal 

We ask that anyone unable to approach the altar for communion please stay seated and notify the usher.  
The pastor and assistants will gladly come down to give communion to those who remain seated.  

Hymns during distribution: 
 This Is My Father’s World ELW 824 
 Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven ELW 864 
  
Post Communion Blessing and Canticle 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen. 
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Post Communion Prayer 
A: Let us pray…Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood 
may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Benediction 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen 
 
Dismissal 
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
Hornpipe from Water Music Handel 

Cinda Roteman, organ 
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Liturgy and psalm:  Reprinted from With One Voice, copyright 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #15252-ELW. 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of 
Augsburg Fortress license #15252-ELW.  

Reprinted from sundaysandseasons.com. © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB160379. 

Hymn ELW 879: Public Domain 

Hymn ELW 818: Public Domain  

Hymn ELW 824: Public Domain 

Hymn ELW 864: Public Domain 

Scripture:  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  

 Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT TODAY’S THEME: Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight 
of divine law, while the essence of God’s law is ignored. True uncleanness comes not from 
external things, but from the intentions of the human heart. Last week Jesus told us “the 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63). Now James says God has 
given us birth by the word of truth. We who were washed in the word when we were born 
in the font return to it every Sunday to ask God to create in us clean hearts. 

ABOUT TODAY’S LESSONS: 
First Lesson: The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for 
living out the covenant. Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to 
nor subtract from it. The Israelites are also to teach the law to their children and their 
children’s children. 
Second Lesson: The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with 
instruction in godly behavior. Here Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to act 
on what they hear, especially by caring for those least able to care for themselves. 
Gospel Lesson: Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which 
religious people determine what is pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious 
practices cannot become a substitute for godly words or deeds that spring from a faithful 
heart. 



14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16 

 



17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MOUNT ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 

Interim Pastor: The Rev. Robert Burkhart 
Sexton: Rod Robles  
Administrative Assistant: Kathy Gable 
Administrative Assistant for Worship: Kristi Conover 
Treasurer: Kathy Swords 
Financial Secretary: Brian Hinderer 
Minister of Music, Emeritus: Sue Hoffheins 


