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Holy Trinity Sunday 
June 4, 2023 

10:30 AM 
Holy Communion 

 
 
 
 
 
Greeting/Announcements 
Prelude 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
The assembly kneels or remains standing. Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! ELW 413 
  
Apostolic Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 : Please stand 

 : Please be seated 
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Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day  
P: Let us pray…God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe and the 

beginning of time you are the triune God: Author of creation, eternal Word of salvation, 
life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Guide us to all truth by your Spirit, that we may proclaim 
all that Christ has revealed and rejoice in the glory he shares with us. Glory and praise 
to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
The Lessons 
First Lesson: Genesis 1:1-2:4a  
L: A reading from Genesis:   

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And 
God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the first day. 

6And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.” 7So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God called the 
dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and 
let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 
were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11Then God said, “Let 
the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth 
that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. 
And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third 
day. 

14And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 
night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be 
lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16God made the 
two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—
and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule 
over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw 
that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21So God created the great sea monsters and 
every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every 
winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 
23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
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24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25God made the 
wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that 
creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth.” 

27So God created humankind in his image, 
in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 

28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29God said, “See, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its 
fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of 
the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day. 

2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the 
seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day 
from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 
because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 

4aThese are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 8 
L: We will now read the psalm responsively: 

1O | LORD our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 

2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants and 
children; 

you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and 
avenger. 

3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 

4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 
human beings that you should | care for them?  

5Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 
with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
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6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 
you have put all things un- | der their feet: 

7all | flocks and cattle, 
even the wild beasts | of the field, 

8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 
and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 

9O | LORD our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!  

 
Second Lesson: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13  
L: A reading from Second Corinthians:   

[Paul writes:] 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my 
appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with 
you. 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 

13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with all of you. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and 
said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. 
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day 
God, Whose Almighty Word   ELW 673 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
P: Let us confess our faith together with the Apostles’ Creed. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.   

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son our Lord,  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, was buried;  
  he descended to the dead.   
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and dead.   

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
  
Prayers of the Church 
A: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 

world. 
A brief silence. 

God of community, you form us as your church. Guide our bishops, pastors, deacons, 
and all the baptized in sharing your life-giving good news with all the world. 
Strengthen us to be bold in our proclamation. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: God of creation, you called everything into being. Sustain this world with your 

renewing care. Inspire us to see waterways, plant life, birds, fish, insects, and mammals 
and call them good. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: God of counsel, all authority belongs to you. Encourage the leaders of this and every 

land to seek peace, equality, and unity. Instill wisdom in advocates who work toward 
justice in often ignored communities. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: God of care, you created us in your image. Help us see your likeness in one another. 

Open our eyes to see and attend to all who face oppression and suffering. Console, heal,  
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and nourish all in need. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
A: God of companionship, you accompany this body of faith. As the rhythms of summer 

begin, protect all who travel, renew all who will enjoy a time of sabbath, and shelter all 
who will not be protected from the sun’s heat. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: God of compassion, you comfort us in our grief with the promise of the resurrection. 

We give you thanks for the saints of all time and in our lives. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
P: God of mercy, we pray for all who are sick or suffering, especially…, the shut-in 

members of our congregation, all who are on our prayer list, and the ones we name in 
our hearts. 

A brief silence. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

The assembly is invited to spread God’s peace in whatever way is most comfortable to them: 
peace sign, fist bump, elbow bump, air kiss, prayer hands with a bow, heart hands, etc. 

 
Offering 
 
Offertory Hymn 
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Offertory Prayer 
P: Let us pray…God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with 
these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one 
Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,  

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
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  and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 
  
Invitation to Communion 
P: Come to the heavenly banquet, for all is now ready. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Lamb of God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Communion Meal 

We ask that anyone unable to approach the altar communion please stay seated and notify the usher. 
The pastor and assistant will gladly come down to give communion to those who remain seated. 

Hymns during distribution: 
 Let Us Break Bread Together ELW 471 

Holy God, We Praise Your Name ELW 414 
 
Post Communion Blessing and Canticle 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen. 
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Post Communion Prayer 
P: Let us pray…We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith 
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
Benediction and Dismissal 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen 
P: Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgy and psalm:  Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of 
Augsburg Fortress license #15252-ELW 

Reprinted from sundaysandseasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB160379 

Service Music ELW 182: Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #736053-A.   

Service Music ELW 207:  Text © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #736053-A. 

Hymn ELW 413: Public Domain 

Hymn ELW 673: Public Domain 

Hymn ELW 471: Public Domain  

Hymn ELW 414: Public Domain 

Scripture:  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  

 Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  
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ABOUT TODAY’S THEME: 
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes 
the apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends 
his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced 
the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy 
Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we 
profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith. 

ABOUT TODAY’S LESSONS: 
First Lesson: At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God 
the life-giving Spirit form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created 
work is good and then rests on the seventh day. 
Second Lesson: Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to 
Christian fellowship grounded in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the 
Spirit’s partnership. 
Gospel Lesson: After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and 
commissions them to baptize and teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 

Only material bodies fill or occupy material space. The Godhead is beyond 
all space; let no one seek the Godhead as though it were in space. 
Everywhere the Godhead is invisible and indivisibly present. Who can 
comprehend this? What then are we to say of God? For if you have grasped 
what you wish to say, it is not God. If you had been able to comprehend it, 
you would have comprehended something else in the place of God. If you 
had been almost able to comprehend it, your mind has deceived you. It is 
not God, if you have understood it. But if it is God, you have not understood 
it. 

—Augustine 
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 

MOUNT ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 

Interim Pastor:              The Rev. Robert Burkhart 
Sexton:          Rod Robles  
Secretary:               Kristi Conover 
Treasurer:            Ellen Gibb 
Financial Secretary:            Brian Hinderer 
Minister of Music, Emeritus:             Sue Hoffheins 
Church Council President:               Laura Gruno 

WHAT IS INTENTIONL INTERIM MINISTRY? 
This time period called the “intentional interim” provides congregations with an 
opportunity to call a clergy leader to provide transitional leadership during a period of 
pastoral vacancy. Such vacancy may arise because of a pastoral move, resignation, 
retirement, death, or a variety of other reasons. Whenever a vacancy arises, the 
congregation and its Synodical leadership need time to think through the appointment of 
the next pastoral leader appropriate to the discerned direction, purpose, and future of 
the church. The purposeful and intentional preparations for seeking a pastoral 
replacement may take up to a year or more, but experience has proven it to be well 
worth the interim effort. 

During this interim period, the typical congregation needs an experience pastoral leader 
who can fill the interim time, help to heal any wounds or sense of loss the congregation 
may be suffering, discover and explore their purpose and mission, and provide a 
continuation in pastoral services such as preaching, teaching, administering the 
sacraments, and pastoral care. 

Interim ministry is also about seeking effective ways to organize for ministry, and to 
recruit, train, and develop new leaders. This is most certainly a time to look at how the 
community of faith relates to one another, the surrounding neighborhood, and the wider 
church. 

Finally, this is a time for a congregation to discover their identity apart from the pastor of 
the church. It is an opportunity to develop a vision that will help meet the spiritual needs 
of members and enhance their ministries beyond themselves. With this kind of clarity, 
the congregation will gain the insight and ability to seek an appropriately skilled and 
gifted new pastor who can equip and empower them for following what they have 
discerned to be God’s will, direction, and purpose for the future of their Church. 
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