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Day of Pentecost  
May 28, 2023 

10:30 AM 
Holy Communion 

 
 
 
 
 
Greeting/Announcements 
Silent Meditation 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 
C: Amen. 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
The assembly kneels or remains standing. Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 
the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn 
O Holy Spirit, Enter In ELW 786 (LBW 459) 
  
Apostolic Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
                                          

 : Please stand 

 : Please be seated 
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Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day  
P: Let us pray…O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into 

us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment 
in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen 
 
The Lessons 
First Lesson: Acts 2:1-21  
L: A reading from Acts:   
 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 

entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and 
a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at 

this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 
the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 

and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we 
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 
one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 

wine.” 
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 

and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, 
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is 

what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams. 

18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

and they shall prophesy. 
19And I will show portents in the heaven above 

and signs on the earth below, 
 blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
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 before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
L: We will now read the psalm responsively: 
 

24How manifold are your | works, O LORD! 
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures. 

25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 
living things both | small and great. 

26There go the ships | to and fro, 
and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 

27All of them | look to you 
to give them their food | in due season.  

28You give it to them; they | gather it; 
you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 

29When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 
when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 

30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 
and so you renew the face | of the earth. 

31May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever; 
O LORD, rejoice in | all your works.  

32You look at the earth | and it trembles; 
you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 

33I will sing to the LORD as long | as I live; 
I will praise my God while I | have my being. 

34May these words of | mine please God. 
I will rejoice | in the LORD. 

35bBless the LORD, | O my soul. 
Hal- | lelujah!             
      

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13  
L: A reading from First Corinthians:   
 

3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, 

but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates 
all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 
of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 
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interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to 
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: John 20:19-23 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day 
Creator Spirit, Heavenly Dove   ELW 578 (LBW 284) 
 
Affirmation of Baptism 
P: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public 

affirmation of baptism into Christ. 
 

Let us pray…Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the 
Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your 
Spirit, and nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the 
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gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new 
birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that 
rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C: I renounce them. 
 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 

P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant 
God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

C: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

P: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ? 
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

P: Let us pray…We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us 
new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of 
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your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 
  
Prayers of the Church 
A: Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 

times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

We call on your spirit of unity, giving thanks for our different vocations. Activate and 
utilize the diverse gifts present in your church, that they reveal your love for all. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: We call on your spirit of life, present in air, wind, humidity, storms, and oxygen in our 
atmosphere, breathing energy into all things. Heal with your breath the whole creation, 
especially those who struggle to breathe due to air pollution. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: We call on your spirit of righteousness. Wherever we as a people are divided, unite us. 
Wherever we are prideful, humble us. Give each one of us a heart for justice and empathy. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: We call on your spirit of healing. Bless nurses, doctors, midwives, chaplains, counselors, 
and hospice workers as they care for those in need. We pray for all who long for comfort. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: We call on your spirit of friendship. As Elizabeth welcomed Mary to her home, give us a 
spirit of welcome to those whom we meet in this congregation and outside these doors. 
Surprise us daily with unexpected grace, that we rejoice in every blessing you send. Lord, 
in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: We call on your spirit of hope. As you have led your saints in all times and places, stir in us 

the desire to follow their example, leading us from death to new life in you. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: God of mercy, we pray for all who are sick or suffering, especially…, the shut-in members 

of our congregation, all who are on our prayer list, and the ones we name in our hearts. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

The assembly is invited to spread God’s peace in whatever way is most comfortable to them: 
peace sign, fist bump, elbow bump, air kiss, prayer hands with a bow, heart hands, etc. 

 
Offering 
 
Offertory Hymn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Offertory Prayer 
P: Let us pray…Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these 

gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of 
this wine pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in 
one body people of every nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and 
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with 
angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 



11 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 
  
Invitation to Communion 
P: Come to the banquet. Behold the risen Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Lamb of God 
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Communion Meal 

We ask that anyone unable to approach the altar communion please stay seated and notify the usher. 
The pastor and assistant will gladly come down to give communion to those who remain seated. 

Hymns during distribution: 
 Spirit of Gentleness ELW 396 

God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind ELW 400 
 
Post Communion Blessing and Canticle 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Post Communion Prayer 
P: Let us pray…Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word 

and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your 
love and serve the world in Jesus’ name.  

C: Amen. 
 
Benediction and Dismissal 

P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 

C: Amen 
P: Go in peace! Serve the risen Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
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Liturgy and psalm:  Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of 
Augsburg Fortress license #15252-ELW 
 

Reprinted from sundaysandseasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB160379 

 

Service Music ELW 182: Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #736053-A.   

 

Service Music ELW 207:  Text © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #736053-A. 

 

Hymn ELW 786: Arr. © Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #736053-A. 
 

Hymn ELW 578:  Public Domain 
 

Hymn ELW 396: Text and music © 1978 James K. Manley. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #736053-A.  
 

Hymn ELW 400: Text © 2000, GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #736053-A. 

 

Scripture:  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 

 Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT TODAY’S THEME: 
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of 
the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the 
Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind 
and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each have 
different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus 
breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that 
we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love 
to all the world. 

ABOUT TODAY’S LESSONS: 
First Lesson: Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after 
Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered 
and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the 
disciples were able to witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
Second Lesson: Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-
given unity and Spirit-created diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all 
Christians diverse gifts for the common benefit of all. We need one another’s diverse spiritual 
gifts because the same Spirit has given them to each person for the common good. 
Gospel Lesson: The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a 
commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
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 

MOUNT ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 

Interim Pastor:              The Rev. Robert Burkhart 
Sexton:          Rod Robles  
Secretary:               Kristi Conover 
Treasurer:            Ellen Gibb 
Financial Secretary:            Brian Hinderer 
Minister of Music, Emeritus:             Sue Hoffheins 
Church Council President:               Laura Gruno 

WHAT IS INTENTIONL INTERIM MINISTRY? 
This time period called the “intentional interim” provides congregations with an 
opportunity to call a clergy leader to provide transitional leadership during a period of 
pastoral vacancy. Such vacancy may arise because of a pastoral move, resignation, 
retirement, death, or a variety of other reasons. Whenever a vacancy arises, the 
congregation and its Synodical leadership need time to think through the appointment of 
the next pastoral leader appropriate to the discerned direction, purpose, and future of the 
church. The purposeful and intentional preparations for seeking a pastoral replacement may 
take up to a year or more, but experience has proven it to be well worth the interim effort. 

During this interim period, the typical congregation needs an experience pastoral leader 
who can fill the interim time, help to heal any wounds or sense of loss the congregation may 
be suffering, discover and explore their purpose and mission, and provide a continuation in 
pastoral services such as preaching, teaching, administering the sacraments, and pastoral 
care. 

Interim ministry is also about seeking effective ways to organize for ministry, and to recruit, 
train, and develop new leaders. This is most certainly a time to look at how the community 
of faith relates to one another, the surrounding neighborhood, and the wider church. 

Finally, this is a time for a congregation to discover their identity apart from the pastor of 
the church. It is an opportunity to develop a vision that will help meet the spiritual needs of 
members and enhance their ministries beyond themselves. With this kind of clarity, the 
congregation will gain the insight and ability to seek an appropriately skilled and gifted new 
pastor who can equip and empower them for following what they have discerned to be 
God’s will, direction, and purpose for the future of their Church. 
 


